HITLER
THE latest comer to the ranks of European dictators is
not the one the nature of whose personality and task
are the most easy to understand. No other man of our
times has been the subject of interpretations at once so
varied and so numerous. Every time he took a step
forward, it was prophesied that his fall was at hand.
It is true that the disappearance of Benito Mussolini
had also been long predicted as imminent. In spite of
this. Hitler, in a few years, has become not only master
of Germany, but one of the two or three men who hold
the fate of Europe in the palm of their hand.
As most people know, Adolf Hitler was not by birth
a German citizen. He first saw the day in 1889, at
Braunau-am-Inn, a tiny market town whose inhabitants,
as Hitler himself has told us, though politically Austrians,
are Bavarians by race. It is situated on the frontier of
those two Germanic states, Germany and Austria, and
to unite them into a single Empire the future Chancellor
of the Reich was one day to regard as his primary task.
His father was an employee in the customs service, and
he wanted his son to be a civil servant. But the son
declined and declared that he wished to become a
painter. He was then a boy of twelve. A year later, the
father died, and Adolf Hitler left his school for the
Academy of Fine Arts at Vienna.
After his mother's death, he continued to live on there
for several years, having found out that, though his
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